CHAPTER V
ADAM DJO&! ADAM BAR?
IT was sad, that first day without Slalom. However, as
it was the fourth of June, the date of studious Eton's
annual spree. Peter was determined that we should stick
to a decision he had made earlier and have a tamaska
("party"), celebrating at the same time our entry into
Sinkiang a hundred and nine days after leaving Peking.
It appears that on the fourth of June all the boys at the
famous school (founded in 1440) dress up. Amongst other
amusements there is a boat race on the Thames, with the
oarsmen wearing their top-hats. Well-known men and
women come to spend the day with their sons, and within
the historic walls famous men of letters are pleased to make
speeches. I listened to Peter, noting that an unwritten law
has decreed that it shall be considered a sign of good breeding
for an old Etonian never to speak of "Eton" unnecessarily
but always of "School," without saying what school.
I, in my turn, spoke of Home, describing how on the first
of June the school children celebrate the anniversary of the
entry of Geneva into the Swiss Confederation, which event
followed the landing of the Helvetian troops from Lausanne
further up the lake in 1814. Napoleon's troops had been in
occupation up to a few months before. Peter also learned
that day that Berne was the capital of Switzerland! But it
was his turn to mock when I found myself unable to say who
was the President of the Swiss Republic.
Apart from this sudden orgy of words, the celebration was
mainly gastronomic. The curried rice was unsurpassed and